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SALUTATION and BENEDICAMUS 
P The Lord be with you. 

 
 

A Bless we the Lord. 

 
 

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24-26 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
 The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

 
 

D Please remain standing and face the cross in reverence as it processes out.  
 

CLOSING HYMN ~ Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus 531 
 

T T T 
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THE LORD LIFTS UP THE LOWLY 
“And the Lord had regard for Abel and his offering, but for Cain and his offering he had no regard” (Gen. 
4:1–15). For unlike Abel, Cain’s offering did not proceed from a heart that revered and trusted in the Lord. 
Thus, the lowly tax collector who prayed, “God, be merciful to me, a sinner!” was the one who went down 
to his house justified before God, not the respectable, outwardly righteous Pharisee who trusted in himself 
and his own good living (Luke 18:9–14). “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not 
your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast” (Eph. 2:1–10). The 
one who penitently despairs of his own righteousness and relies completely on the atoning mercy of God in 
Christ is the one who is declared righteous. For Christ died for our sins and rose again the third day (1 Cor. 
15:1–10). Therefore, “everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will 
be exalted.” 
 
 
 

COMMUNING AT THIS ALTAR 
GUESTS WISHING TO JOIN OUR CONFESSION AND RECEIVE THIS HOLY SACRAMENT 
ARE ASKED TO MEET WITH THE PASTOR BEFORE COMMUNING FOR THE FIRST TIME. 

 The Lord’s Supper is joyfully received here today and every Lord’s Day! At the altar, our Lord Jesus 
Christ delivers His true body and blood into our mouths. His gift of body and blood, given in, with, and 
under the bread and wine, bestows tremendous benefits. His body and blood forgives our sins, strengthens 
our faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this sacred meal life and salvation are given 
to us. 
 All members of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod have publicly confessed this sacred gift and its 
blessings, and so are encouraged to commune.  
 Every pastor and congregation of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod has publicly promised to 
practice closed communion, where all who come to the Altar bear witness to their oneness in the apostolic 
doctrine and faith (Acts 2:42). All this is done for the benefit and blessing of the Lord’s people. Because we 
consider communing at this altar a public declaration of fellowship in what our church believes, teaches, 
and confesses, we ask that guests speak with the Pastor first. 
 When you have examined yourself according to Christ’s bidding (1 Cor 11:28), come to His Supper 
rejoicing, just as Jesus asks, knowing that our Lord meets you at His altar with joy. Those coming to the 
altar for a blessing rather than the Holy Supper are asked to cross their arms over their chest. 
 As you commune, select either the individual cup or the common chalice. 
 Communicants who cannot easily come to the altar will be communed in the pew.   
 Please notify an usher or the Pastor beforehand if you need such assistance. 
To help prepare yourself to receive the Lord’s Body and Blood you may read “Christian Questions with 
Their Answers” found on pages 329 and 330 of the hymnal. 
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Stand 

NUNC DIMITTIS ~ Song of Simeon     Luke 2:29-32 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THANKSGIVING 

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

 
 
 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 
same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
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AGNUS DEI ~ Lamb of God             John 1:29 

 

 

 

 

 
Sit 

DISTRIBUTION 
Please take a moment and read ‘COMMUNING AT THIS ALTAR’ in the front cover of the bulletin. 
Guests are invited to please speak with the Pastor before communing for the first time. 

 

Prayer Before Reception of Holy Communion 
O Lord, I am not worthy that You should enter under my roof; but speak only Your Word, and my soul will be 
healed. I will take the Bread of Heaven and call upon the Name of the Lord. What shall I give to the Lord for all 
that He has given to me? I will take the Cup of Salvation and call upon the Name of the Lord. Amen.  

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS ~  
 In the Shattered Bliss of Eden 572 
 Your Table I Approach 628 
 Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing 686 
 Amazing Grace 744 
       

Prayer After Reception of Holy Communion 
I live, and yet not I, but Christ lives in me. What we have received with our mouths, O Lord, let us keep with 
faithful hearts, that this Gift given us in earthly time may bring us to eternal salvation. Amen. 

 

Additional prayers to prepare for receiving the Sacrament are found in the front cover of the hymnal. 
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T THE DIVINE SERVICE T 
Setting Three, Lutheran Service Book, p.184 

 

HYMN OF INVOCATION ~ Glory Be to Jesus 433 
D Please stand and face the cross as it enters. 

 

T CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION T 
INVOCATION 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our 

Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
P Our help is in the Name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have 

ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless 
mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the 
Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of 
my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

T SERVICE OF THE WORD T 
INTROIT Ps. 68:1, 3, 7a, 10b, 19; antiphon: Ps. 68:5b, 6a, 35b 

 
P God is in His holy habi- | tation;* 

[He] settles the solitary | in a home. 
C The God of Israel—He | is the one* 

who gives power and strength to His | people. 
P God shall arise, His enemies shall be | scattered;* 

and those who hate Him shall flee be- | fore Him! 
C  But the righteous shall be glad; they shall exult be- | fore God;* 

they shall be jubilant | with joy! 
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P O God, when you went out before Your | people,* 
in Your goodness, O God, You provided for the | needy. 

C Blessèd be the Lord, who daily | bears us up;* 
God is our sal- | vation. 

C Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
and to the Holy | Spirit; *You may bow your head at this point 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* in praise of the Name of the Holy Trinity 
is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

P God is in His holy habi- | tation;* 
[He] settles the solitary | in a home. 

C The God of Israel—He | is the one* 
who gives power and strength to His | people. 

 

KYRIE ~ Lord, Have Mercy Mark 10:47 

 

 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS ~ Glory to God in the Highest Lk 2:14; Jn 1:29 
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LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9-13 
 Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD  Mt 26:26-28; Mk 14:22-24; Lk 22:19-20; 1 Cor 11:23-25 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to 
them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI ~ The Peace of the Lord John 20:19 

P The peace of the T Lord be with you always. 
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OFFERING ~ Taken at the Door 
 Please consider donating on-line: to Grace or to Trinity. 
 Or, if you prefer, please mail your offering for the strength of the Church.  

The offering is a joyful response of faith. It should be free, generous, and offered with thanksgiving to God. 
The offering today goes toward the work and mission of the Church. Guests, especially, should not feel obliged to give. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH [1 Timothy 2:1-4] 
After each petition respond: “Hear our prayer.” 

 

T SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT T 
PREFACE  
P The Lord be with you. 2 Timothy 4:22 

   
 

P Lift up your hearts. Colossians 3:1 

 
 

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. Psalm 136 

 
 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to 
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on 
this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the 
way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS ~ Holy, Holy, Holy    Isaiah 6:3, Matthew 21:9 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
P Almighty and everlasting God, always more ready to hear than we to pray and to give more 

than we either desire or deserve, pour down upon us the abundance of Your mercy, 
forgiving those things of which our conscience is afraid and giving us those good things that 
we are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and mediation of Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
Sit 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 4:1-15 
1Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, “I have gotten a man with the 

help of the LORD.” 2And again, she bore his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, and Cain a 
worker of the ground. 3In the course of time Cain brought to the LORD an offering of the fruit of the ground, 
4and Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat portions. And the LORD had regard for 
Abel and his offering, 5but for Cain and his offering he had no regard. So Cain was very angry, and his face 
fell. 6The LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry, and why has your face fallen? 7If you do well, will you not 
be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is for you, but you must rule 
over it.” 8Cain spoke to Abel his brother. And when they were in the field, Cain rose up against his brother 
Abel and killed him. 9Then the LORD said to Cain, “Where is Abel your brother?” He said, “I do not know; 
am I my brother’s keeper?” 10And the LORD said, “What have you done? The voice of your brother’s blood is 
crying to me from the ground. 11And now you are cursed from the ground, which has opened its mouth to 
receive your brother’s blood from your hand. 12When you work the ground, it shall no longer yield to you 
its strength. You shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth.” 13Cain said to the LORD, “My punishment 
is greater than I can bear. 14Behold, you have driven me today away from the ground, and from your face I 
shall be hidden. I shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth, and whoever finds me will kill me.” 
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15Then the LORD said to him, “Not so! If anyone kills Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold.” And 
the LORD put a mark on Cain, lest any who found him should attack him.  
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

GRADUAL Ps. 28:7b, 1a, 2a 
A In [God] my heart trusts, and | I am helped;* 
  my heart exults, and with my song I give | thanks to Him. 
C To You, O Lord, I call; my rock, be not | deaf to me,* 
  hear the voice of my pleas for mercy, when I cry to |You for help. 
 

EPISTLE READING 1 Corinthians 15:1-10 
1Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in which 

you stand, 2and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you—unless 
you believed in vain. 3For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ 
died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4that he was buried, that he was raised on the third 
day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6Then he 
appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some 
have fallen asleep. 7Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8Last of all, as to one untimely 
born, he appeared also to me. 9For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, 
because I persecuted the church of God. 10But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace 
toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, 
but the grace of God that is with me.  
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

ALLELUIA 

 
 

P Lord, you have been our |dwelling place* 
    in all gener-|ations 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 18:9-14 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the eighteenth chapter. 

 
 

9[Jesus] also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and 
treated others with contempt: 10“Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and 
the other a tax collector. 11The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I 
am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12I fast twice 

7 

a week; I give tithes of all that I get.’ 13But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift 
up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14I tell you, 
this man went down to his house justified, rather than the other. For everyone who exalts himself 
will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

NICENE CREED 
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth  

and of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, 
being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; 
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary *You may genuflect 
and was made man; in reverence of the incarnation 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  
He suffered and was buried. 
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
and ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

whose kingdom will have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord and giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
who spoke by the prophets. 
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

Sit 

HYMN OF THE DAY ~ Oh, How Great Is Your Compassion 559 
 

SERMON 
Stand 

OFFERTORY Psalm 51:10-12 

 


